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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTS

NOTIFICATION

New Delhi, the 25th September, 2000

G.S.R. 742(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 6 and 25 of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby makes
the following rules further to amend the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, namely.

1. (l) These rules may be called the Environment (Protection) Amendment
Rules, 2000.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in this notification, they shall come into force
on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986,—

(1) In Schedule I, after serial number 89 relating to Noise standards for fire
crackers and the entries relating thereto, the following serial numbers and
entries shall be inserted, namely: —

"90. Standards for coal mines

1. Air Quality Standards

The Suspended Particulate Matter (SPM), Respirable Particulate Matter (RPM),
Sulphur dioxide (SO2) and Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) concentration in downwind
direction considering predominant wind direction, at a distance of 500 metres
from the following dust generating sources shall not exceed the standards
specified in the Tables I, II and III given below:

Dust Generating Sources

Loading or unloading, Haul road, coal transportation road, Coal handling plant
(CHP), Railway sliding, Blasting, Drilling, Overburden dumps, or any other dust
generating external sources like coke ovens (hard as well as soft), briquette
industry, nearby road etc.
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93. Primary Water Quality Criteria for Bathing Waters.

In a water body or its part, water is subjected to several types of uses. Depending
on the types of uses and activities, water quality criteria have been specified to
determine its suitability for a particular purpose. Among the various types of uses
there is one use that demands highest level of water quality or purity and that is
termed as "Designated Best Use" in that stretch of water body. Based on this,
water quality requirements have been specified for different uses in terms of
primary water quality criteria. The primary water quality criteria for bathing water
are specified along with the rationale in table 1.

Table 1.

PRIMARY WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR BATHING WATER
(Water used for organised outdoor bathing)

CRITERIA

1. Fecal Coliform
MPN/100 ml:

2. Fecal Streptococci
MPN/100 ml:

2.pH:

3. Dissolved Oxygen:

4. Biochemical Oxygen
demand 3 day,27°C:

500 (desirable)
2500 (Maximum
Permissible)

100 (desirable)
500 (Maximum
Permissible)

Between 6.5 -8.5

5 mg/1 or more

3 mg/1 or less

RATIONALE

To ensure low sewage contamination.
Fecal coliform and fecal streptococci are
considered as they reflect the bacterial
pathogenicity.

The desirable and permissible limits are
suggested to allow for fluctuation in
environmental conditions such as
seasonal change, changes in flow
conditions etc.
The range provides protection to the skin
and delicate organs like eyes, nose, ears
etc. which are directly exposed during
outdoor bathing.
The minimum dissolved oxygen
concentration of 5 mg/1 ensures
reasonable freedom from oxygen
consuming organic pollution
immediately upstream which is
necessary for preventing production of
anaerobic gases (obnoxious gases) from
sediment.
The Biochemical Oxygen Demand of 3
mg/1 or less of the water ensures
reasonable freedom from oxygen
demanding pollutants and prevent
production of obnoxious gases";




